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2017 International Interim Convention ( “Last Tango in San Diego” )
This year's International Interim Convention was held in San Diego from January 30 th to
February 2nd. Unfortunately, due to necessary cost constraints, there will not be an Interim
Convention in 2018 and Interims in 2019 and beyond appear unlikely at this time.
All four members of your District VIII executive with our ladies enjoyed a brief escape from
Alberta's winter weather to attend the convention. District VIII was also represented by Marty
and Shirley Larson from Edmonton and Al and Joyce Bell from Calgary. In addition, Dale and
Mary Ann Woodroffe from the Stampede City club were also there. Of course, Dale is 1 st Vice
President of Gyro International.
We all enjoyed various San Diego sightseeing opportunities, a variety of sumptuous culinary
experiences, a lively hospitality room and an excellent President's Banquet to conclude the
Convention.
There was also some business to attend to. From my perspective, the key outcomes from the
Board of Governors meeting were as follows:

1. A motion to permit women to become Gyro members was defeated. ( I don't view this
STAMPEDE CITY outcome as an anti-women sentiment. In fact, the ladies are an integral part of most, if not
all, clubs. Rather, the outcome reflects a desire to retain the fundamental basis of Gyro as a
men's social organization. )
WALLACE
2. A motion to eliminate the 3rd VP position from the Executive Council was approved. ( A
streamlining and minor cost saving initiative. )
3. A motion was approved for changes to the International Bylaws setting out how a club may
surrender its charter including provisions for adequate notice to members, District and Gyro
International.
4. Agreement that a committee be formed to consider ways for better communication within
Gyro

2017 International Interim ( cont'd )
Items 2 and 3 above will require approval at the Annual Convention in Vancouver this June.
Minutes of the Board of Governors meeting are posted on the Gyro International website. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.
The convention also included the follow seminars/presentations:
 Round table discussions on the key attributes and activities of a successful Gyro club. You should have
received a February email from Larry Duba, Membership Chairman, summarizing the results of these
discussions. Many more suggestions and ideas are included on the Gyro International website under
“Training & Tools”
 Presentation on various concerns and issues relating to social media.
 Demonstration of Evite, the free Internet based service for managing event invitations. Again, you should
have received a recent email from Larry Duba on the use of Evite. My club ( Calgary ) has now started to use
Evite for our events.
Thank you to President Dana Davidson and his fellow Executive Council members for putting on an enjoyable
and productive convention.

District VIII Convention attendees. Left to right – Dale and Mary Ann Woodroffe, Laura Young and
John Hodgson, Eileen and Peter Carter, Shirley Larson, Joyce and Al Bell, Ann Baker, Alan and Tara
Pentney, Ken Baker and Marty Larson.
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Gyro Awards
Do you have a club member who deserves recognition for his contribution to Gyro? Perhaps he should be
considered for nomination for the Gyro Award of Merit. Refer to the Gyro International website for the
criteria and nomination process for this and other awards. In addition, for long membership there are 25,
40 and 50 year pins available.
Curlarama 2017
As some of you may have been aware, we were faced with the possibility of our usual hotel
arrangements not being available for Curlarama 2017. Fortunately, I can now confirm that the Voyager
Inn will be able to accommodate us and arrangements have been made for District VIII's annual curling
event to be held in Banff from November 3 to 5, 2017. Curlarama enthusiasts, please mark your
calendars.
The Calgary Gyro Club's Website
The Calgary Gyro Club has a fantastic new Internet website thanks to the work of club members
Thor Jepsen and Ken Baker. Check it out at www.calgarygyroclub.com .
Upcoming Conventions.
The 2017 Gyro International Annual Convention will be in Vancouver, B.C. From June 9 to 13. Details are
on the Gyro International website. Come and support the Stampede City Club's Dale Woodroffe as he is
installed as President of Gyro International.
Our 2017 District VIII Annual Convention is being hosted by the Wallace Club from June 14 to 18. You
should have received an email with convention information and a registration form. The convention
package is also posted on the Gyro District VIII website. Come and congratulate Peter Carter on his
installation as Governor for 2017/18. In addition, the Wallace Club will recognize and honour their
member Archie Hulsizer who has been a Gyro for over 67 years! I am sure lots of fun and a memorable
convention awaits us in Wallace.
For those who like to plan ahead, please note that the Nelson Club has graciously offered to host the
2018 District VIII Convention. The dates will be June 7 to 10. In addition, the 2018 Gyro International
Convention will be held at the Abbey Resort in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin during the week of June 25.
*** *** ***
I hope that you all have an enjoyable spring, the season of renewal and new beginnings.
John Hodgson, Governor District VIII
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